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1. Programme-related data 

1.1. Higher Education Institution Babes -Bolyai University 

1.2. Faculty Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences 

1.3. Doctoral Shool Education, Reflection, Development 

1.4. Field of study Educational sciences 

1.5. Level of study Doctoral Studies 

 

2. Course-related data 

2.1. Course title 
Epistemological and methodological foundations of research design. 
Comparative research in education 

Course code SDERD_2 

2.2. Course coordinator  Prof. univ. dr. habil. Ion Albulescu 

2.3. Seminar coordinator  Prof. univ. dr. habil. Ion Albulescu 

2.4. Year of study I 2.5. Semester I 2.6. Type of assessment Viva voce 

2.7. Course status Compulsory 2.8. Course type Specialisation subject 

 

3. Total estimated time (hours per semester of teaching activities) 

 
4. Prerequisites (where applicable) 
4.1. curriculum-
related 

- 

4.2 skills-related The operationalization of previously studied domain-specific concepts 

 
5. Specific conditions (where applicable) 

5.1. course-related 
Activities carried out in an activating, heuristic, and problem-posing 
spirit. 

5.2. seminar/laboratory-related Preliminary documentary preparation. 

 
6. Subject-specific learning outcomes 
 

Knowledge 

1. Advanced knowledge regarding the development of research projects in the field of educational sciences. 

2. Knowledge of specific empirical research methods. 

3. Knowledge of ways to identify relevant documentary sources. 

3.1. Number of hours per week  4 of which: 3.2. course 3 3.3. seminar/ laboratory/ project 1 

3.4. Total of hours in the curriculum 48 of which: 3.5. course  36 3.6. seminar/ laboratory 12 

Time allocation for individual study (IS) and self-taught activities (ST) hours 

Learning from textbooks, course materials, bibliography, and notes (IS) 48 

Additional research in the library, on subject-specific electronic platforms, and on-site 60 

Preparing seminars/ laboratories/ projects, assignments, reports, portfolios, and essays  20 

Tutoring (professional guidance) 10 

Examinations  4 

Other activities  10 

3.7. Total hours of individual study (IS) and self-taught activities (ST) 152 

3.8. Total hours per semester 200 

3.9. Number of credits 6 



Skills 

1. Conducting empirical research projects. 

2. Effective use of research methods and data processing. 

3. Scientifically and ethically sound processing of information obtained from various documentary sources. 

Responsibility and autonomy 

1. Assuming responsibility for the design, implementation, and interpretation of empirical research results, in 
accordance with the scientific and ethical requirements specific to the field of educational sciences. 
2. Demonstrating autonomy in the selection of research methods and documentary sources, depending on the objectives 
and context of the scientific investigation. 
3. Respecting and applying the principles of research ethics and academic integrity in the processing, interpretation, and 
use of scientific data and information. 
4. Critically self-evaluating one’s own research approaches, identifying methodological limitations and proposing 
directions for improvement. 

 

7. Contents 

7.1. Course Teaching and learning methods Remarks 

The requirements of the theoretical 
grounding of research. 

Heuristic conversation 
Individual and collective reflection 
Explanation 
Problematization 

Capitalizing on students’ prior 
learning outcomes 

The issue of substantiating claims. 

Heuristic conversation 
Individual and collective reflection 
Explanation 
Problematization 

Capitalizing on students’ prior 
learning outcomes 

The specific nature of comparative 
research in education. 

Heuristic conversation 
Individual and collective reflection 
Explanation 
Problematization 

Capitalizing on students’ prior 
learning outcomes 

Issues addressed through comparative 
research. 

Heuristic conversation 
Individual and collective reflection 
Explanation 
Problematization 

Capitalizing on students’ prior 
learning outcomes 

The purpose of comparative research in 
education. 

Heuristic conversation 
Individual and collective reflection 
Explanation 
Problematization 

Capitalizing on students’ prior 
learning outcomes 

The methodology of comparative 
research. 

Heuristic conversation 
Individual and collective reflection 
Explanation 
Problematization 

Capitalizing on students’ prior 
learning outcomes 

Auxiliary research methods and 
techniques. 

Heuristic conversation 
Individual and collective reflection 
Explanation 
Problematization 

Capitalizing on students’ prior 
learning outcomes 
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7.2. Seminar/ laboratory Teaching and learning methods Remarks 

The requirements of the theoretical 
grounding of research. 

Heuristic conversation 
Individual and collective reflection 
Explanation 
Problematization 
Debate 

Capitalizing on students’ prior 
learning outcomes 

The issue of substantiating claims. 

Heuristic conversation 
Individual and collective reflection 
Explanation 
Problematization 
Debate 

Capitalizing on students’ prior 
learning outcomes 

The specific nature of comparative 
research in education. 

Heuristic conversation 
Individual and collective reflection 
Explanation 
Problematization 
Debate 

Capitalizing on students’ prior 
learning outcomes 

Issues addressed through comparative 
research. 

Heuristic conversation 
Individual and collective reflection 
Explanation 
Problematization 
Debate 

Capitalizing on students’ prior 
learning outcomes 

The purpose of comparative research in 
education. 

Heuristic conversation 
Individual and collective reflection 

Capitalizing on students’ prior 
learning outcomes 
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Explanation 
Problematization 
Debate 

The methodology of comparative 
research. 

Heuristic conversation 
Individual and collective reflection 
Explanation 
Problematization 
Debate 

Capitalizing on students’ prior 
learning outcomes 

Auxiliary research methods and 
techniques. 

Heuristic conversation 
Individual and collective reflection 
Explanation 
Problematization 
Debate 

Capitalizing on students’ prior 
learning outcomes 
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8. Evaluation 

Type of activity 8.1 Evaluation criteria 8.2 Evaluation methods 
8.3 Percentage in 
the final grade 

8.4. Course 

Acquiring the specific requirements and the 
capacity to implement the requirements 
entailed by educational research 

The portfolio developed 
sequentially (formative 
assessment) and the final 
portfolio (summative 
assessment). 

70% 

   

8.5. Seminar/ laboratory 

Acquiring the specific requirements and the 
ability to implement the requirements 
entailed by educational research 

Assessment during 
interactive or group 
activities, throughout 
debates. 

30% 

   

8.6 Minimum standard for passing 

Knowledge of the main benchmarks and requirements in designing pedagogical research and papers. 

 
Applying acquired knowledge in developing illustrative examples, carrying out applied exercises, critically analyzing 
various pedagogical studies, designing pedagogical research, and developing research designs. 
 

 

9. SDG labels (Sustainable Development Goals) 

 

 
Sustainable Development Generic Label 

         

   
X 

     

        

No label 
applies 
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