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COURSE SYLLABUS 

1. Data about the program 

1.1 Higher education institution Babeș-Bolyai University 
1.2 Faculty Faculty of Psychology and Education Sciences 
1.3 Doctoral school Education, Reflection, Development 
1.4 Field of study Education Sciences 
1.5 Study cycle Doctorate 
1.6 Study program / Qualification Doctoral training / PhD in Education Sciences 

2. Course data 

2.1 Name of discipline Comparative Research in Education 
2.2 Teacher responsible for lectures Prof. PhD. Ion Albulescu 
2.3 Teacher responsible for seminars Prof. PhD. Ion Albulescu 
2.4 Year of study I 2.5 Semester I 2.6. Type of 

evaluation 
C 2.7 Course 

framework 
DS 

3. Estimated total time of teaching activities (hours per semester) 

3.1 Hours per week 4 Out of which: 3.2 
Lectures 

3 3.3 Seminars / 
Laboratory classes 

1 

3.4 Total hours in the curriculum 56 Out of which: 3.5 
Lectures 

42 3.6 Seminars / 
Laboratory classes 

14 

Allocation of study time:  
Study supported by textbooks, other course materials, recommended bibliography, and personal 

student notes 
76 

Additional learning activities in the library, on specialized online platforms and in the field 10 
Preparation of seminars / laboratory classes, topics, papers, portfolios, and essays 40 
Tutoring 14 
Examinations  4 
Other activities: -  
3.7 Individual study (total hours) 144 
3.8 Total hours per semester 200 
3.9 Number of credits 8 

4. Preconditions (where applicable) 

4.1 Curriculum  Going through the curriculum of fundamental pedagogical disciplines. 
 

4.2 Competences  Competences for functional and operational use of fundamental concepts 
in the field of education sciences 

5. Conditions (where applicable) 

5.1 Conducting lectures  The courses will take place in the Faculty of Psychology and 
Education Sciences, within UBB, which implies the use of its own 
technical facilities. 

 In unfavorable health contexts, the courses will be held on online 
platforms. 

 Conditions of active and interactive learning, didactic activities carried 
out in an activating, heuristic, problematizing spirit. 

5.2 Conducting seminars / 
laboratory classes 

 The activities will take place in the Faculty of Psychology and 
Education Sciences, within UBB, which implies the use of its own 
technical facilities. 
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6. Specific competences acquired 

P
ro

fe
ss

io
n

a
l 

co
m

p
et

en
ce

s  Development and promotion of research practices specific to the specialist in the field of 
Education Sciences. 

 Specialized management of educational research activities of distinct types and scopes, to 
ensure its quality. 

T
ra

n
sv

er
sa

l 
co

m
p

et
en

ce
s  Application of the principles and norms of professional deontology based on explicit value 

options specific to the specialist in the field of Education Sciences. 
 Effective communication and cooperation in professional, interdisciplinary contexts and 

work teams, specific to the field of Education Sciences, respecting the specific ethics norms. 

7. Course objectives (based on the acquired competencies grid) 

8. Content 

8.1 Lectures Teaching methods Comments 
- The specific of comparative research in education; Presentation, 

discussion, case 
studies, 
exercises, 
personal and 
collective 
reflection 

Capitalizing on students' 
acquisitions in the 
field of education 
sciences 

- Issues approached by comparative research;  Capitalizing on the 
research experience of 
the students. 

- The purpose of comparative research in education;   
- Comparative research methodology;   
- Auxiliary research methods and techniques. 
 

 

 
8.2 Seminars / laboratory classes Teaching methods Comments 

 In unfavorable health contexts, the courses will be held on online 
platforms. 

 Conditions of active and interactive learning, didactic activities carried 
out in an activating, heuristic, problematizing spirit. 

7.1 The general objective 
of the course 

 To use the methodology specific to comparative research in education. 

7.2 Specific objectives 
 
 

 To critically analyze the concepts and practical applications of 
comparative research in education. 

 Use concepts and applications in an inter- and transdisciplinary manner. 
 To develop personal analyzes and syntheses through exploitation 

of   knowledge in the field. 
 To develop comparative research projects in education and identify 

"good practices". 
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- Projects prepared with the doctoral students, based 
on their individual doctoral research topics. 

- Collective analysis of the research projects. 
 

Presentation, 
discussion, 
exercises 

Students will be 
encouraged to: 

- make connections with 
the issues discussed at 
the course. 

- apply the assimilated 
knowledge in a 
personalized way, 
considering its own 
research topic. 
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9. Aligning the contents of the discipline with the expectations of the epistemic community 
representatives, professional associations and standard employers operating in the program field 

 We can say that there is a very close link between comparative research and the policy of education and 
of the educational system planning. Naturally, the results of comparative pedagogy studies should be 
used by policymakers in the field of education, study program developers, education specialists, who 
could broaden their knowledge of ideologies related to the development of education, learning theories 
and the consequences of different educational practices in various social contexts. These should also be 
interesting for teachers. 

10. Examination 

Activity type 10.1 Evaluation criteria 10.2 Evaluation methods 10.3 Weight in 
the final 
grade 

10.4 Lectures Assessment of 
knowledge 

Written exam 50% 

Assessment of 
knowledge 

Ongoing tests  

10.5 Seminars / 
laboratory classes 

Activity during seminars Discussions, answers to 
questions 

40% 

Assessment of 
knowledge 

Written exam  

10.6 Minimum performance standard 

 relevant conceptual delimitations,  
 operationalization of key terms,  
 developing a coherent and relevant research project. 

 
Date of issue Signature of the teacher 

responsible for lectures 
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