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1. Short history

The Doctoral School in the field of Educational Sciences was established by the
UBB Senate Decision on November 21, 2001, as part of the reorganization of doctoral
schools at Babes-Bolyai University (UBB), in accordance with the Bologna Declaration of
1999.

In 2005, the Doctoral School in Educational Sciences was renamed Education,
Development, Cognition, encompassing two doctoral fields: Educational Sciences and
Psychology.

Since 2012, the Doctoral School has been known as Education, Reflection,
Development (ERD DS), the name under which it still operates today.

The mission of the ERD Doctoral School is to ensure the advancement and
expansion of psycho-pedagogical and methodological training—validated by the
diploma obtained upon completion of a master's degree—through teaching, seminars,
evaluation, scientific research, and the dissemination of research results, with the aim of
forming a new generation of researchers in the specific field of Educational Sciences.

The research conducted by doctoral students and supervisors has been and
continues to be presented at national and international conferences, published in
conference proceedings, and in prestigious peer-reviewed journals indexed in ISI or BDI
databases.

Each academic year, the ERD Doctoral School organizes a scientific

communication session for its doctoral students, which is also open to other researchers
from UBB and beyond.

2. Structure and functioning of the Doctoral School "Education,
Reflection, Development”

Structure of the DS ERD

DS ERD carries out its activity within the structure of the Department of
Educational Sciences within the Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences, BBU.
The ERD SD consists of:
a. at least 3 doctoral supervisors in the field of educational sciences, BBU
holders with an employment contract for an indefinite period;
b. affiliated university teaching staff and affiliated researchers, involved in
carrying out the teaching or research activities provided for in the doctoral
study programs of the doctoral school;
c. doctoral students.
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Functioning and objectives of DS ERD

The content of the doctoral university study programs offered by the DS ERD
represents an integral part of the university study programs organized within the Faculty
of Psychology and Educational Sciences.

The general objectives of the doctoral study program are as follows:

a. theoretical, methodological, and practical training of specialists in the
tield of educational sciences

b. pedagogical training for working within educational resource centers

c. pedagogical training for working in non-formal education institutions

d. training in the field of research in educational sciences

e. development of basic research skills and initiation into experimental
pedagogical research

An important focus of activity at DS ERD is research. Thus, in the field of
pedagogical research, DS ERD aims to:

a. promote broad thematic concepts and effective methodological
approaches, with genuine educational value, both in the area of
fundamental research and in applied educational sciences research

b. foster a critical and reflective mindset in relation to the major challenges
of the contemporary era

c. embrace modern, contemporary, and comparative perspectives on the
research topics addressed

d. promote a comprehensive, inter- and transdisciplinary vision in which
pedagogy and related sciences play a decisive role

3. Admission to doctoral studies in the field of "educational
sciences”

Admission to doctoral university studies takes place in two annual sessions, held
before the beginning of the academic year, and the enrollment of doctoral students
begins on the first day of the academic year. Registration for the doctoral admission
competition in the field of educational sciences is not conditional on the field in which the
bachelor's or master's degree was obtained.

In the field of educational sciences, the doctoral admission examination consists of
two components:

a. a written specialty exam, based on a syllabus published on the DS ERD
website

b. an interview during which the candidate’s scientific interests, research
abilities, and proposed doctoral thesis topic are evaluated

4
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The admission committee awards grades from 1 to 10 for each specialty exam;
the average of these grades represents the final admission score. Candidates with a
minimum average of 7 are admitted in descending order of their scores, within the limits
of available places.

The admission committee nominates, based on established criteria, the candidate
for the doctoral student position, who will be enrolled only with the favorable approval
of the DS ERD Council.

4. Conducting and completion of doctoral studies

The doctoral program is carried out based on a contract concluded through the
Institute for Doctoral Studies (ISD) between the doctoral student, the doctoral supervisor,
and Babes-Bolyai University (UBB), through DS ERD, which outlines the rights and
obligations of the parties involved.

The doctoral supervisor is supported by a Guidance and Academic Integrity
Committee, composed of three faculty members or researchers holding a doctoral degree
and at least the rank of university lecturer or Scientific Researcher III (or equivalent),
affiliated with the Doctoral School.

The doctoral program typically lasts 4 years, requires the accumulation of at least
240 ECTS credits, and includes:

a. a training program based on advanced university studies (30 ECTS)
b. an individual scientific or applied research program (210 ECTS)

The details of the doctoral program are recorded in an individual study plan,
prepared by the doctoral supervisor and the doctoral student. Doctoral university studies
conclude with the public defense of an original work, called the doctoral thesis, which is
the result of the research activity carried out by the doctoral student throughout their

studies.

Training program based on advanced university studies (Semester I)

In Semester I, the doctoral student takes a minimum of 3 courses from the
advanced university studies program, including the mandatory course Ethics and
Academic Integrity. The chosen courses from the DS ERD curriculum must be relevant to
the field of educational sciences.

Each course is completed through evaluation and leads to the accumulation of 30
ECTS credits, as documented by a certificate. If the doctoral student does not accumulate
the required 30 ECTS credits, they are subject to dismissal.

Individual scientific or applied research program (Semesters II-VIII)
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The individual scientific or applied research program must be defined by the
doctoral student through a minimum number of publications in accordance with the
doctoral study contract signed. If, after the conclusion of the doctoral study contract, the
Ministry of Education issues new regulations regarding the attainment of the doctoral
degree applicable to admitted doctoral students, these will be incorporated through an
addendum to the doctoral study contract.

Semester II of the doctoral program (30 ECTS)

In the first year of the doctoral program, Semester II, the focus of doctoral
students is on the detailed development of the Research Project, as well as reviewing the
bibliography and documentation on the Theoretical and Psycho-pedagogical
Foundations of the doctoral topic.

Semester II concludes with the presentation of the Research Project before the
doctoral supervisor and the Guidance and Academic Integrity Committee (by the end of
the respective academic year). Receiving the grade "admitted" for the Research Project
leads to the accumulation of 30 ECTS credits.

Semesters III-1V of the doctoral program (60 ECTS)

In the second year of the doctoral program (Semesters III-IV), new and
important objectives for doctoral research are undertaken. Primarily, the knowledge
gained and the bibliographic documentation are transferred into an extensive theoretical
foundation paper for the thesis, materializing in Research Report No. 1 — The Theoretical and
Psycho-pedagogical Foundations of the Doctoral Thesis.

Additionally, doctoral students are encouraged and supported in developing the
experimental design, clarifying research parameters, and initiating field research. The
doctoral supervisor, assisted by the members of the Guidance and Academic Integrity
Committee, provides the doctoral student with bibliographic references for
documentation and research scenarios, optimizing relationships between variables.

Semester IV concludes with the presentation of Research Report No. 1 before the
doctoral supervisor and the Guidance and Academic Integrity Committee (by the end of
the respective academic year). The grade "admitted" awarded to Research Report No. 1
leads to the accumulation of 60 ECTS credits.

Semesters V-VI of the doctoral program (60 ECTS)

In the third year of the doctoral program (Semesters V-VI), the main task of the
doctoral students is to prepare Research Report No. 2 — Research Methodology and Partial
Results. This report represents a crucial stage in the development of the doctoral thesis,
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aiming to demonstrate that the doctoral student has rigorously established the
methodological framework of the research and has begun the actual implementation of
the scientific approach.

Semester VI concludes with the presentation of Research Report No. 2 before the
doctoral supervisor and the Guidance and Academic Integrity Committee (by the end of
the respective academic year). The report is evaluated by the supervisor and committee,
who may provide feedback, suggestions for revision, or additional guidance. The grade
"admitted" awarded to Research Report No. 2 leads to the accumulation of 60 ECTS
credits..

Semester VII of the doctoral program (60 ECTS)

In the fourth year of the doctoral program, Semester VII, the doctoral student’s
activity focuses on completing the scientific research through the full collection of data,
detailed analysis, and formulation of the final results, included in Research Report No. 3 —
Final Research Results. During this stage, the research conclusions are also drafted,
highlighting the original contributions made to the field and possible directions for
further development.

Semester VII concludes with the presentation of Research Report No. 3 before the
doctoral supervisor and the Guidance and Academic Integrity Committee. The grade
"admitted" awarded to Research Report No. 3 leads to the accumulation of 60 ECTS
credits.

Semester VIII of the doctoral program

In the fourth year of the doctoral program, Semester VIII, the doctoral student’s
activity focuses on structuring and finalizing the doctoral thesis.

The doctoral thesis is an original work, and it is mandatory to cite the source for
any referenced material. The doctoral student is the author of the thesis and assumes
responsibility for the accuracy of the data and information presented, as well as for the
opinions and arguments expressed in the thesis. The thesis writing guide can be
consulted on the DS ERD website.

Semester VIII concludes with the defense of the doctoral thesis before the
supervisor and the Guidance and Academic Integrity Committee (pre-defense stage),
following the steps outlined in national laws, the Babes-Bolyai University regulations for the
organization and conduct of doctoral studies, and the DS ERD regulations in force at that time.




