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1. Preamble 

Art. 1 - Legal framework 

These Regulations are based on the following documents: 

a. Higher Education Law No. 199/2023; 

b. Emergency Ordinance No. 95 of June 28, 2024 amending and supplementing the 

Law on Pre-university Education No. 198/2023 and the Law on Higher Education 

No. 199/2023; 

c. ORDER No. 3020/2024 of January 8, 2024 for the approval of the Framework 

Regulation on doctoral university studies; 

d. ORDER No. 3692/2024 of February 1, 2024 regarding the list of programs 

recognized at national level in order to establish the degree of similarity for the 

completion of studies; 

e. ORDER No. 3693/2024 of February 1, 2024 for the approval of the Framework 

Methodology regarding the organization of admission to higher education in 

short-term university study cycles, bachelor's, master's and doctoral degrees; 

f. Emergency Ordinance no. 95/29 June 2024 amending and supplementing the Law 

on Pre-university Education no. 198/2023 and the Law on Higher Education no. 

199/2023; 

g. Order No. 3482 of March 24, 2016 on the approval of the Regulation on the 

organization and functioning of the National Council for the Attestation of 

University Titles, Diplomas and Certificates and the Regulation on the 

organization and functioning of the National Council for the Attestation of 

University Titles, Diplomas and Certificates; 

h. Ministerial Order No. 5110 of September 17, 2018 on the approval of the minimum 

national standards for the award of the doctoral degree; 

i. Order No. 3131/2018 of January 30, 2018 regarding the inclusion in the curricula, 

for all university study programs organized in higher education institutions in the 

national education system, of courses on ethics and academic integrity. 

 



                

                   

 

 
                           

_ 

4 

 

 

Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences 
 

Str. Sindicatelor nr. 7 / Calea Moților nr. 11, Cluj-Napoca 

Tel.: 0264 594 408 sau 0264 405 300, int. 7030 

www.psiedu.BBUcluj.ro 

Doctoral School Education, Reflection, Development 

 

2. General provisions regarding the organization of doctoral 

studies in the field of "educational sciences" 

Art. 2 – Types of doctorates (scientific and professional) 

(1) Doctoral studies in the field of educational sciences represent the third cycle of 

university studies offered at Babeș-Bolyai University (hereinafter referred to as BBU) 

whose purpose is to develop human resources competent in carrying out scientific 

research and capable of insertion on the highly qualified labor market.  

(2) The doctoral study programs within the Doctoral School Education, Reflection, 

Development (hereinafter referred to as DS ERD) are of two types: 

a. scientific doctorate, which aims to produce original, internationally relevant 

scientific knowledge, based on scientific methods, and can be organized in 

the form of full-time or part-time education. It can also be achieved under 

the legal provisions, on a fee-based basis. The scientific doctorate is a 

condition for a professional career in higher education and research. 

Following the completion of the university studies of scientific doctorate, 

BBU confers the diploma and title of Doctor of Sciences, corresponding to 

the acronym Dr. The diploma certifying the obtaining and holding of this 

doctorate title expressly mentions the disciplinary or interdisciplinary field 

of the doctorate. 

b. professional doctorate, in all fields, including dual university education, 

which aims to produce original knowledge based on the application of the 

scientific method, systematic reflection or applied research on artistic 

creations, on high-level national and international sports performances or 

on topics of practical importance and which constitute a basis for a 

professional career in higher education and research, in the fields 

concerned. The professional doctorate can be organized in the form of full-

time or part-time education. Following the completion of university studies 

in professional doctorate, BBU confers the diploma and the title of doctor in 

a professional field, corresponding to the acronym Dr.P. The diploma 

certifying the obtaining and holding of the title of doctor in a professional 

field expressly mentions the professional field of the doctorate. 

(3) The competences acquired following the promotion of doctoral studies are those 

related to the level 8 qualification of the EQF/CEC and the CNC. 

(4) Doctoral studies in the field of educational sciences, within the DS ERD, can be 

conducted in one of the Romanian or English languages. 

(5) Doctoral university study programs ensure the formation of professional skills 

(content, cognitive and research) in specialized fields, as well as transversal skills. 

(6) For the purposes of this regulation, the following domain-specific competencies are 

qualified as professional competencies: 
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a. advanced knowledge and methodology of scientific research in educational 

sciences 

b. research methods and techniques 

c. management of educational research projects 

d. approaches and strategies in solving new problems in research 

e. documentation and publication 

f. awareness and application of the principles of research ethics and 

professional and academic deontology 

(7) For the purposes of this regulation, the following are considered to be cross-cutting 

competences: 

a. written and oral communication skills in the mother tongue and in foreign 

languages 

b. use of information and communication technology – ICT 

c. interpersonal and teamwork skills 

d. human and financial resources management 

e. leadership and entrepreneurial skills 

f. time and career management, including job search techniques 

g. use and patrimonial exploitation of intellectual property rights 

 

Art. 3 – Forms of education 

(1)  Doctoral university study programs can be organized in the following forms of 

education: full-time and part-time. 

(2) Doctoral university study programs organized in the full-time form of education are 

with a scholarship. Doctoral university study programs organized in the part-time form 

of education are without a scholarship. 

(3) PhD students in the part-time form of education will follow activities dedicated 

mainly to synthesis and applied training courses, scheduled compactly and periodically, 

which involve direct meetings, in the university space, with teaching staff, 

complemented by other training means specific to part-time education. 

(4) Full-time doctoral students with a scholarship are required to carry out their research 

and teaching activities within the Department of Educational Sciences. Their activities 

will be continuously supervised by the doctoral supervisor and may be controlled by the 

Director of the DS ERD. The doctoral supervisors will not allocate scholarship places to 

candidates who do not undertake a documentable activity through publications, teaching 

and research activities within the Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences, 

respectively the Department of Educational Sciences.. 

(5) When drawing up individual study plans, the doctoral supervisor together with the 

doctoral student will respect these obligations, taking into account the fact that each 

discipline has a fundamental, specialized or complementary training function as well as 

the research component of the individual doctoral study program. 
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(6) The candidate for professional doctoral university studies may opt for one of the 

forms of education at the time of registration for the admission competition, in 

accordance with the obligations provided for by this regulation. 

 

Art. 4 – Forms of financing 

(1) Doctoral university study programs in the field of educational sciences are organized 

with funding from the state budget, based on a number of annual doctoral grants, 

awarded by the Ministry of Education (hereinafter referred to as ME), as well as with 

funding through a fee system or from other legally established sources. 

(2) Grants related to doctoral studies include the amount of individual scholarships for 

the scientific/professional doctorate organized in the full-time form of education and do 

not include the amount of individual scholarships for the scientific/professional 

doctorate organized in the part-time form of education. 

(3) A person may benefit from budget funding for only one doctoral university study 

program.  

(4) For doctoral students in a fee-based regime, the BBU Senate establishes for each 

academic year, upon the proposal of the Council of the Faculty of Psychology and 

Educational Sciences, an annual study fee and a fee for defending the doctoral thesis. 

These fees are made public by the date of the announcement of the doctoral admission 

competition for the respective academic year. The fees are collected by the Faculty of 

Psychology and Educational Sciences. 

 

3. Admission to doctoral studies in the field of "educational 

sciences" 

Art. 15 – Overview 

(1) Admission to doctoral studies is the process of selecting candidates for the vacant 

doctoral student positions that the doctoral supervisors within the DS ERD decide to 

propose for occupancy during the admission sessions. 

(2) Only graduates with a master's degree or its equivalent are entitled to participate in 

the admission competition for doctoral studies, and the cumulative number of 

transferable study credits acquired, for the bachelor's and master's degree cycles, must be 

at least 300. The recognition of the credits necessary for admission to the doctoral 

program will be based on a specific procedure, approved by the BBU Board of Directors. 

(3) According to the provisions of the legislation, the bachelor's degree of graduates of 

long-term higher education from the period prior to the application of the three Bologna 

cycles is equivalent to the master's degree in the specialty. Consequently, holders of long-

term higher education degrees have the right to enroll in doctoral studies without the 

obligation to complete the second cycle of master's studies. 
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(4) Citizens of the Member States of the European Union, of the States belonging to the 

European Economic Area and of the Swiss Confederation, as well as British citizens and 

their family members, as beneficiaries of the Agreement on the withdrawal of the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland from the European Union and the 

European Atomic Energy Community 2019/C 384 I/01, may participate in admission to 

all cycles of university studies, under the same conditions provided by law for Romanian 

citizens, including with regard to tuition fees. 

(5) Admission to doctoral studies is based on a competition organized by BBU, through 

the Institute of Doctoral Studies (ISD) and the DS ERD, in accordance with the 

framework methodology for organizing admission to higher education institutions in 

Romania, developed by the relevant ministry and with BBU's own regulations. 

(6) Admission to doctoral studies is carried out in two annual sessions, held before the 

start of the academic year, and the enrollment of doctoral students is carried out starting 

with the first day of the academic year. 

(7) Registration for the admission competition for doctoral studies in the field of 

educational sciences is not conditional on the field in which the bachelor's or master's 

degree was obtained.  

(8) ISD specifies and displays the documents required for registration for the doctoral 

admission competition, both at the ISD headquarters, on the institute's website, and on 

the DS ERD website. 

(9) When registering for the admission competition, the candidate for doctoral studies 

chooses a doctoral supervisor from among those doctoral supervisors who are allocated 

places upon admission and competes for a place with that supervisor. In order to register 

for the admission competition, foreign candidates (EU and non-EU) and candidates from 

the category of Romanians from all over the world must obtain from the future doctoral 

supervisor the Agreement in principle signed by him/her.  

(10) Admission to doctoral studies is conditional on passing the entrance exam, according 

to the legal provisions in force. 

(11) It is prohibited, under the sanction of the law, for the criteria for evaluating 

candidates and those for selecting candidates to promote any form of direct or indirect 

discrimination between candidates for doctoral university studies. 

 

Art. 16 – Conducting the admission competition 

(1) The selection of the doctoral candidate for a vacant position is organized by the 

doctoral supervisor who supervises the respective position within the admission 

competition. In case of success, that doctoral supervisor will coordinate the candidate's 

doctoral studies, respectively within the DS ERD. 

(2) In the field of educational sciences, the doctoral admission competition consists of 

two tests:  
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a. a specialized test, in writing, at the decision and based on a topic 

announced on the DS ERD website, at least 2 months before the registration 

period for admission to the doctoral program and with the approval of the 

DS ERD Council 

b. an interview during which the candidate's scientific interests, research skills 

and the proposed topic for the doctoral thesis are analyzed. 

(3) In special conditions (state of emergency/state of alert/other special situations), at the 

proposal of the DS ERD and with the approval of the CSUD, the competition tests may 

also be held via videoconference, with admitted candidates having to travel to the DS 

ERD headquarters for admission to the doctoral program before the enrollment date 

(beginning of the academic year) 

(4) The tests are taken before an admission committee consisting of the doctoral 

supervisor, who offered the doctoral student position for admission, and at least 2 other 

specialists from BBU, who hold at least the position of associate professor or scientific 

researcher, second degree. The chairman of the admission committee is the doctoral 

supervisor. The admission committees are proposed by the DS ERD Council and 

approved by the CSUD director.  

(5) For each specialty test, the commission awards a grade between 1 and 10, the average 

of these grades constituting the grade obtained by the candidate in the admission 

competition. Those candidates who obtained a minimum average of 7 will be declared 

admitted, in descending order of the averages obtained and within the limit of the places 

offered in the competition. The average is calculated with two decimal places, without 

rounding. 

(6) After the evaluation of the evidence (made on the basis of the established evaluation 

criteria), the admission committee nominates, on the basis of the established selection 

criteria, the candidate who is to occupy the doctoral student position selected for the 

competition. This candidate will be able to be enrolled in the respective position only 

after obtaining the favorable opinion of the DS ERD Council.  

(7) The DS ERD ensures the transparency of the evaluation and selection procedures of 

candidates for admission to the doctoral program on the places offered by the titular 

doctoral supervisors and guarantees access to this information.  

(8) After completing the admission procedure, the DS ERD displays the hierarchy of 

admitted/rejected candidates, mentioning the beneficiaries of doctoral grants, 

respectively the form of education. 

(9) The DS ERD manages any registered appeals, in accordance with the provisions of 

the BBU regulation, and displays the results of this procedure. 

(10) The Director of DS ERD is responsible for the smooth conduct of the admission 

competition, in compliance with the quality standards, university ethics and the 

legislation in force. 
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(11) After enrollment, all doctoral students are registered in the Single Matriculation 

Register (RMU). 

(12) The status of doctoral student is acquired after enrollment and is conditional on:  

a. promotion of the admission competition  

b. completing the steps to confirm the place obtained through admission 

(online and onsite)  

c. completing and signing the doctoral university study contract  

d. completing and signing the doctoral study plan 

e. other annexes provided for by the regulation for situations of returning 

from interruption, changing the status of doctoral student or other 

exceptional situations. 

 

Art. 17 – Doctoral study contract 

(1) The study contract has as its object the development of activities specific to the 

doctoral university study program, regulating the relations between IOSUD-BBU, the 

doctoral supervisor and the doctoral student, specifying the rights and obligations of the 

signatory parties, in accordance with the legislation in force, the provisions of the 

university charter and the decisions of the BBU Senate. 

(2) The model of the framework contract for doctoral studies is developed by CSUD, 

according to the own regulations of IOSUD-BBU, and is made available to the DS ERD. 

(3) he doctoral university study contract is concluded with each doctoral student 

individually and is signed by the doctoral student, the doctoral supervisor, the director 

of the DS ERD and the legal representative of IOSUD-BBU. 

(4) Study contracts may be amended by additional documents signed by all parties to 

the contract.  

(5) The tuition fee will be maintained throughout the normal duration of the study cycle, 

and may be indexed by a maximum of the inflation rate, for the same class of students. 

(6) The individual doctoral study plan is an annex to the doctoral study contract 

representing a document describing the doctoral course of the doctoral student. It 

contains information on the form of education, the form of financing, the title and/or 

topic of the doctoral thesis, the training program based on advanced university studies, 

the scientific/artistic research program as well as other relevant information regarding 

the doctoral internship. The document is approved by the DS ERD Council. 

 

4. Doctoral students 

Art. 18 – Overview 

(1) The person admitted to a doctoral university study program has the status of a 

doctoral student for the entire period of his/her presence in the respective program, from 

enrollment until the completion of the study program or until expulsion, except during 
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periods of interruption of studies, but including any extensions granted according to the 

provisions of the study contract, based on this regulation and the BBU Regulation on the 

organization and conduct of doctoral studies. 

(2) The status of doctoral student is maintained even during the period of internal and 

international mobility approved by the DS ERD. In the case of definitive international 

academic mobility of doctoral students who come to study on their own foreign 

exchange account, the recognition of transferable credits is carried out by IOSUD-BBU, 

based on university autonomy.  

(3) The recognition of transferable credits, in the case of national and international 

academic mobilities, can be achieved by IOSUD-BBU only for the person who proves 

his/her status as a doctoral student with study documents or schooling documents issued 

by the higher education institution he/she attended. 

(4) The conditions and manner in which academic mobility is achieved are established 

by a methodology approved by order of the Minister of Education. 

(5) Recognition and equivalence, as well as recognition of studies or periods of study 

carried out in the country or abroad, is carried out according to the provisions of a 

framework methodology, approved by order of the Minister of Education, and of specific 

methodologies, which are approved by the BBU Senate. 

(6) Doctoral students may be employed as research assistants or university assistants, as 

the case may be, for a fixed period, following a competition. The conditions for 

participation in the competition are established by the DS ERD.  

(7) The doctoral student employed as a research assistant may also carry out teaching 

activities on an hourly basis, in accordance with the legislation in force. 

(8) For the doctoral training activity in the field of educational sciences, the doctoral 

student is under the authority of the doctoral supervisor (or both doctoral supervisors in 

the case of co-tutorship), the academic guidance and integrity committee, as well as the 

Council and the director of the DS ERD.  

(9) For teaching activities, the doctoral student is also under the authority of the 

course/discipline holder.  

(10) Conflicts between the doctoral student and the doctoral supervisor are mediated by 

the DS ERD Council, and in the event of the conflict not being resolved at this level, it is 

mediated by the CSUD. 

(11) Conflicts between the doctoral student and the DS ERD are mediated by the CSUD. 

(12) The doctoral student is responsible for the originality of the doctoral thesis. 

 

Art. 19 – The rights and obligations of the doctoral student 

(1) During the course of the doctoral study program, the doctoral student has the 

following rights: 
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a. to be informed upon request about the doctoral university study program 

in which he/she has been enrolled 

b. to participate in the preparation of the individual plan for doctoral studies 

c. to benefit from the support, guidance and coordination of the doctoral 

supervisor and the academic guidance and integrity committee 

d. to request the DS ERD Council, based on well-founded reasons, to change 

his/her doctoral supervisor 

e. to participate in meetings or seminars of the department/research group, of 

which the doctoral supervisor is a member, when topics relevant to doctoral 

studies are under discussion 

f. to be represented in the decision-making forums of the doctoral school, in 

the CSUD and in the BBU Senate 

g. to benefit from the logistics, documentation centers, libraries and 

equipment of the BBU for his/her preparation and for the development of 

the doctoral thesis 

h. to use protective equipment during the execution of practical work that 

takes place in a toxic environment, according to labor protection standards 

i. to participate in activities organized by other doctoral schools in BBU 

j. to work, with the agreement of the doctoral supervisor, in research teams 

within BBU or within research and development units that have concluded 

agreements or institutional partnerships with BBU 

k. to carry out, as the case may be, the doctoral program under co-supervision, 

based on an agreement concluded and signed by the parties involved, 

according to the law 

l. to benefit from national or international mobility 

m. to participate in scientific communication sessions organized by doctoral 

schools and/or BBU 

n. to benefit from institutional support to participate, in the country or abroad, 

in scientific events, workshops and summer/winter schools in the doctoral 

field in which he/she has chosen the topic of his/her doctoral thesis 

o. to carry out research internships at public/private economic agents in the 

country or abroad 

p. to engage in any other professional activities, at the request of the doctoral 

supervisor or the doctoral school 
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q. for doctoral students without a scholarship or with a fee, the possibility of 

carrying out paid teaching activities will be regulated by a possible 

additional act 

r. to receive the title and diploma of doctor in the doctoral field in which he 

was enrolled as a doctoral student, under the terms of the law  

s. to use the University's communication services - e-mail and the Internet - 

only in connection with the training activity and other issues of the 

educational process, according to the Operating Regulations of the 

University's Data Communications Center 

t. to request, under the terms of the Regulation, the interruption, extension or 

reduction of doctoral studies 

u. throughout the duration of the activity, the doctoral student benefits from 

the recognition of seniority in work and specialty; until the age of 26, 

benefits from free medical and dental care, without the payment of 

mandatory social contributions, according to art. 67 paragraph (2) of Law 

no. 199/2023 and art. 224 paragraph (1) letter a) of Law no. 95/2006 

v. any other right resulting from the law, the BBU Regulation on the 

organization and conduct of doctoral studies and other normative acts 

relating to doctoral university studies. 

(2) Common obligations to all doctoral students, during their doctoral studies (except 

for possible periods of interruption): 

a. to carry out, in accordance with the BBU Regulation on the organization 

and conduct of doctoral studies, these Regulations and the doctoral studies 

contract, the activities provided for in the individual doctoral studies plan 

for the period of doctoral studies, respecting the attendance obligations 

established in these Regulations (Art. 3, para. (4)) 

b. meet the following minimum mandatory standards for obtaining the 

doctoral degree: 

 regulated by Ministerial Order No. 5110/2018 for doctoral students 

enrolled before the 2025-2026 academic year: 

1) Publication of at least one article in a journal indexed in at least one recognized 

BDI database; or 

2) Publication of at least two articles in conference proceedings from the volumes of 

national or international peer-reviewed conferences, proven by the conference 

program; or  

3) Publication of at least one book chapter in a recognized volume of category B of 

Annex no. 28 to the Order of the Minister of National Education and Scientific 
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Research no. 6.129/2016 regarding the approval of the minimum necessary and 

mandatory standards for the award of teaching titles in higher education, 

professional research and development degrees, the quality of doctoral supervisor 

and the habilitation certificate; 

 

Within the Web of Science, journals included in the SCIE (Science Citation Index 

Expanded) or SSCI (Social Sciences Citation Index) collections are recognized; 

The recognized international databases (BDI), as well as others than those mentioned 

in the Web of Science, are those in Annex No. 28 of the Order of the Minister of 

National Education and Scientific Research No. 6.129/2016 on the approval of the 

minimum necessary and mandatory standards for the award of teaching titles in 

higher education, professional research and development degrees, the quality of 

doctoral supervisor and the habilitation certificate. 

If, after the conclusion of this study contract, the Ministry of Education issues new 

regulations regarding the obtaining of the doctoral title, applicable to doctoral 

students admitted in the 2024-2025 academic year, these will be introduced into this 

contract by an addendum.   

 

 regulated by Ministerial Order No. 3018/2025 for doctoral students 

enrolled starting with the 2025-2026 academic year: 

 

1) Publication of at least one article in a journal indexed in at least one 

recognized BDI database; or   

2) Publication of at least two articles in conference proceedings from the volumes 

of national or international peer-reviewed conferences, proven by the conference 

program; or     

3) Publication of at least one book chapter in a recognized volume published by 

publishing houses in category A1, A2 or B of Annex no. 28 to the Order of the 

Minister of Education and Research no. 3.019/2025 on the approval of the 

minimum necessary and mandatory standards for the award of the title of 

associate professor and that of professor in higher education, as well as the 

habilitation certificate; 

 

The recognized international databases (IDBs) are those in Annex no. 28 to the 

Order of the Minister of Education and Research no. 3.019/2025 on the approval of 

the minimum necessary and mandatory standards for the award of the title of 

associate professor and professor in higher education, as well as the habilitation 

certificate. 
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c. to be in permanent contact with the doctoral supervisor, with the members 

of the academic guidance and integrity committee and with the Secretariat 

of the DS ERD and ISD  

d. to submit activity reports to the doctoral supervisor and the academic 

guidance and integrity committee at least once every 12 months, as well as 

whenever requested 

e. to comply with the internal regulations and rules of the University, to 

behave appropriately as a doctoral student 

f. to actively contribute to the improvement and enhancement of the 

framework for the development of the doctoral university study program 

g. to respond promptly to all requests addressed to it by the DS ERD or ISD  

h. PhD students with scholarships will carry out teaching activities of 2 to 6 

hours/week, respecting each person's area of competence, during a 

minimum of 3 semesters (seminars or laboratories) or other documentable 

activities (through a monthly activity report) for the benefit of the 

department and/or the DS ERD  

i. to verify at the end of each academic semester, usually in February or 

March, respectively July or September, his/her academic situation as shown 

in the records of the ISD and DS ERD Secretariat and to immediately report 

any inaccuracy he/she observes 

j. to inform the director of the DS ERD and the director of the CSUD of any 

situation likely to result in a change in the status of a budgeted or fee-

paying doctoral student 

k. to immediately notify the ISD and DS ERD Secretariat of any changes that 

have occurred in his/her personal data 

l.  not to request in his correspondence with BBU employees the 

transmission of personal data to other e-mail accounts than the one made 

available to him free of charge by BBU, in order to ensure the 

confidentiality of this personal data, required by law 

m.  any other obligations resulting from the law, the Regulation and any other 

normative acts relating to doctoral university studies. 
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